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A chilling and masterful second poetry collection by Mark Wunderlich, author of the award-
winning The Anchorage.

The poems in Mark Wunderlich’s VOLUNTARY SERVITUDE (October 2004) ask of
the beloved, “You say, Don’t wreck me, and I say I won’t, but how can I know that?” Here
the poet is both servant and master to memory, sex, family, and the will of the lover, and
the resulting poems describe the physical and psychological constraints and releases of
relationships at the breaking point.

“How the psyche heals itself: first, exposure to genuine harm. A pill pulls a white curtain
around the metal bed of your brain. Memory bores through fluid, tissue, bone. Your days,
in the meantime, which whistle and loll and burn through the stories; which include meals,
weather, and travel, which they say broadens. Eventually, the forest ‘a path which leads out
to the open.’ A long-sought clearing, and Mark Wunderlich’s fine record of the
achievement.” —C.D. WRIGHT

“This haunting book proposes to consider ardor, love and betrayal through the lens of a
particular rhetoric: the vocabulary of submission and domination, the dynamic of power and
desire yoking slave and master, beast and trainer, the harnessed and the wielder of the

Whip.” —MARK DOTY
MARK WUNDERLICH is the author of The Anchorage, which won the 1999 Lambda
Literary Award. He is Professor of Literature at Bennington College in Vermont and lives in

New York’s Hudson River Valley.
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